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AVE MARIA. 


From the unfinished Opera 


‘LORELEY.” 


(Composed in 41547.) 


LENORA. the daughter of a small innkeeper on the Rhine, has met in her lonely wanderings a_ hunts - 
man. They fall violently in love with each other: He is the Count Palatine, but conceals his rank. As he 
is betrothed to a Princess, his old and faithful servant, discovering his secret attachment, entreats him 
earnestly to forsake Lenore. The Count promises to do so; and to take leave of Lenore for the last 
time at sunset. His resolution entirely gives way before her love; and he even forgets that at sun- 
set he is pledged to meet his bride, till Lenore, unconsciously reminds him of his promise, by calling 
his attention to the distant sound of the evening bells. He leaves her, without finding courage to tell her 
that it is for ever. Whilst she looks sadly after him, the bells are again heard; and a distant chorus 
of female voices, singing the ‘‘Ave Maria.” 

Lenora listens devoutly__ then sings herself; whilst the chorus is repeated, gradually losing itself in 
the distance. 


F. Mendelssohn Bartholdy, Op. 98. 
Andante sostenuto. 
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From the unfinished Opera 
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